FROM THE PROS

! Take 6 steps to get

e best kitchen for

l | Determining the scope of a
;i kitchen project is the place to
! i start in forming a budget,

design professionals say

At the low end of the budget

range, a cosmetic facelift
painting or refinishing
cabinets, installing new
laminate countertops and
vinyl flooring, changing out
an appliance or two, and
replacing a faucet and
hardware—can be done for
less than s20,000, says Don
Silvers, certified kitchen
designer (CKD) and member
of the Mational Kitchen & Bath
Association (NKBA). “That's

pure replacement and

probably with the cheapest of
products,” Silvers says, And
the existing layout—with any
function and traffic
problems—remains

At the high end of the
budget range, a complete
redesign replaces everything
in the kitchen—not just

appliances, cabinetry,

fixtures, and surfaces, but
also structural components

such as walls, plumbing,

AND ONLY YOU KNOW WHAT YOU Seniiea i
| WANT FROM IT AND HOW MUCH YOU CAN SPEND TO GET IT. itchen's layout changes, as
OUR DESIGN PROS GUIDE YOU THROUGH THE BUDGET PROCESS. ~ doe it relationship to

When a homeowner suddenly back to her original choice of a want for their kitchen, they're Vary

adjacent spaces. Though costs

region, Silvers—based

decided she had to have a maore-affordable range, the going to pick out the Taj inLos. Angeles— estimates

professional-grade range for kitchen stayed on budget,and  Mahal, and they're not going that redesigning the averay
her new kitchen, her designer r"1.-.':l.:|11:_r|||rr]*.x':uuk and to have the budget for it, Then 12%15-foot West Coast kitchen
questioned the change. It function she wanted for the they feel like they have togive  would cost $80,000—$100,000
turned out the client wasn't price she wanted to pay. things up, and they become

an avid cook—foodie friends Budget is the ultimate very frustrated. You need to

had convinced her to go pro. reality check for any dream start with the budget at the Once vou know the extent of

However, once the desi kitchen. “Nobody wants to very beginning, know what the project, get an idea of the
gave her a new mantra to talk about m :n-.:_‘.'_' designer you're working with, know actual budget by visiting
follow—"This is MY Chris Berry says. "If [ ask the value of your property, showrooms, home centers,
kitchen"—the client went people to pick out what they and why you're remodeling.” and Web sites.
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