A new light

GET TURNED ON TO CURRENT

LAMP TECHNOLOGY
BY RANDALL WHITEHEAD

BEFORE YOU BUY

» There's no one perfect lamp for
all situations. Determine lighting
needs for each area and choose
lamps accordingly.

» Check out manufacturers” wWeb
sites for the wealth of information
they provide

» Experiment with different lamps

in the same luminaire, or visit lighting
showrooms to see the effects of various
lamp types.

» Consider using energy-efficient
fluorescents or compact fluorescents
whenever possible, Check with your
local energy utility to see if it offers
free or low-cost energy-efficient lamps.
» Determine how much light you
need. Light cutput 15 measured in
lumens, the rate at which light falls
on a square foot of surface area a
foot away from a light source. But
hecause most of us equate watts
(actually a measure of electrical usage]
with light intensity, energy-saving
lamps are usually described in terms
of the incandescent watts they repli-
cate, For example, a 20-watt fluores-
cent equals a 75-watt incandescent,
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hen a lighting

designer says

“lamp,” chances
are he or she isn't talking
about a fixture that sits on a
table heneath a shade. “Lamp”
is the industry term for what
most people call light bulbs
And in professional lighting
||;|1']:|1.;c'(~, the fixture into
which you screw a lamp is
called a luminaire. Most
people spend a lot of time
choosing the right luminaire
—bwe it a [loor lamp, a chan-
delier, or : 'n'n"ﬂ:l sCOnCe-
because it's what showcases
their style, and when the
lamp is off, it's the fixture
you see

But the lamp is what you

see by, and choosing the right
ones can be as important to
lighting your home economi-
cally and aesthetically as the
right fixtures. And light bulbs
aren't as straightforward as
they once were. In the last
10 years, the spectrum of
everyday home lighting has
widened with the introduction
of lamps that last longer, burn
brighter, cost less to operate,
and cast a more natural light.

Choices now include not only

a variety of standard incan
descent lamnps, but also halogen
and vastly improved fluores-
cent types. And keep on the
lookout for a new choice
coming over the horizon;
light-emitting diodes, famil
iarly known as LEDs.
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